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Forewo rd

Read this first — then get INVOLVED!

To those who live along Nippersink Creek, enjoy its scenic beauty, or recreate in its waters,
the following statement is an obvious one: Nippersink Creek is a precious resource worth

protecting. This tributary to the Fox River connects numerous natural areas, some of which
are of the highest quality in all of McHenry County. Nippersink Creek provides many
benefits:

e it is the backbone of our watershed ecosystem - the fish, plants, and animals that rely
on the stream for habitat and sustenance;

e it provides numerous opportunities for recreation — fishing, canoeing, hiking, bird
watching;

e it accepts and conveys our stormwater runoff — carrying away runoff from our homes,
streets and stormwater infrastructure;

e it receives some of our treated wastewater, further cleansing the water as it flows over
and through the biologically rich substrate that lines the channel.

e its natural systems assimilate our pollution and act as conduits for groundwater
recharge, protecting the Fox River from further degradation while recharging
groundwater supplies. The Fox River and our groundwater are without question two
of the most important natural resources in our region, and perhaps our most
threatened.

Collectively, these functions can be referred to as the “green infrastructure” or network of
natural systems that support the health and integrity of the Nippersink Creek Ecosystem.
Unlike human designed and constructed infrastructure, Nippersink Creek and its natural
features are irreplaceable. Once they are gone, the functions they naturally provided cannot
be easily replaced by manmade systems.

The conversion of land to urban / suburban uses is now occurring at an alarming rate in the
Nippersink Creek Watershed. It is therefore critical that stakeholders in the watershed take
action now to recognize, appreciate, and protect our natural resources in the Nippersink
Creek Watershed.

The Nippersink Creek Watershed Plan is intended to provide watershed stakeholders with a
framework and the direction needed to protect critical areas and minimize the negative
impacts of human activities to Nippersink Creek and its green infrastructure. This Plan is an
advisory document to be used by all stakeholders in the watershed; from municipal officials
and their staff, developers, not-for-profit land stewardship organizations, and private
landowners.
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